WASHINGTON (APl-Ameri- 
can security officers — still shak- 
en by the assassination of John 
F. Kennedy — have the stagger- 
ing job today of protect- 
ing some 27 heads of state and 
government including Presi- 
dent Johnson. 

Making the task that much 
more difficult will be that many 


of them were walking in the 
procession behind Kennedy's 
casket from the White House to 
St. Matthew's Roman Catholic 
Cathedral several blocks away, 

. To throw a screen of protec- 
tion about them, officials are 
using a maximum security plan 
drawn several months ago. j 
Army security officers, Secret | 


Service agents and police de- 
vised the elaborate arrange- 
ments last spring, church offi- 
cials recalled, against any even- 
tuality the church might be re-' 
quired for an assembly of im- 
portant personages. 

Secret Service Chief James' 
J. Rowley went over the plans 
Sunday with the law officers 
shouldering the responsibility of 
protecting the world’s great ard 
near great who have gathered 
here. 

Inspect Cathedral 


Accompanying Rowley on his 
inspection of the cathedral was’ 
an Army officer carrying pre- 
cisely scaled plans noting every 
point around and within ' the 
church that might hide a threat ' 
or provide a defense. 

Security agents will watch , 
every car and every person ar- 
riving at the red-brick church 
allowing only those with special 
passes to enter. 

. Quietly dressed men will be' 
m appointed places within the 
cathedral, in the chapels flank- 
ing the central nave or in the 
half shadows cast by great 
stone pillars and the marble 
colonnade. 

Should any of the 1,200 invited' 
mourners look up above the 
high altar, and higher again 
above the richer central mosarn 
O' St, Matthew the Evangelist, 
they might see h’gh up in the 
sxy blue painted dome the shad- 
ows of men stationed on a 
narrow ]~dge for an overhead 
view of the solemn scene. 

The security plan was used iri 
part earlier this year for the. 
celebration of the annual “Red 
Mass, celebrated for lawyers 
and attended by members of 
the Supreme Court and ranking 
government officials. 

A revised and greatly expand- 
ed version of the scheme had a 
partial dress rehearsal Sunday, 
rs security men mingled with.- 
f'e crowds and took their posts 
u Known to overflow crowds at- 
tending regulrr Sunday serv- 
ic-s and the extraordinary Re- ■ : 
c em Mass approved by Pope 
Frul VI. 

S'mRar security measures 

have long been used in other ■ 
public gathering places in the 
capital, notably at the National' 
Cathedral of the American 

Episcopal Church — scene >- of 

many high occasions of state. 


